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African Horse Sickness Outbreak 

Western Cape 

February – March – April - May 2011 
 

Introduction 
This is the eighth situation report drawn up by the Veterinary Services of the Western Cape Province.  

Control Measures 
The control measures have not been changed and movement control is still in place in the 

Malmesbury Magisterial District.  

Quantitative description of the Outbreak to date 

The total confirmed cases stands at 57 horses as of the 12 May 2011.The total suspect cases stands 

at 24 horses. The total deaths (both AHS confirmed (n=54) and suspect cases (n=12)) thus far stands 

at 66 horses. It is quite clear from the graph below that the number of cases still continues to 

decrease, but it has been concerning that a new confirmed case has been picked up in May, almost 3 

weeks after the previous last confirmed case. There are still a number of outstanding results and all 

data is pending the outcome of these.  

  
Figure 1: Epidemic curve of the AHS outbreak as of 12 May 2011. The totals are indicative of all CONFIRMED cases of AHS 

to date with red bars indicating those confirmed cases which have died (n=54) and blue those confirmed cases which are 

still alive (n=3). 

    

Spatial Aspects of the Outbreak 
(See Figure 2) 

The new May confirmed case (blue arrow in figure 2) is in the same location as one of the early 

cases. The case that occurred there early was as a result of a horse ridden from Mamre which was 

infected in Mamre, although the new case is likely due to local transmission of the virus. Fortunately 

owners in the area have been aware of the outbreak and vaccination has been advised, so hopefully 

this case does not become a nidus of a new infection. The Green arrow in Fig. 2 is a new confirmed 

case (which was suspect in the last report), it signifies the south-westerly extent of the outbreak, and 

thus far the outbreak has not further extended into that area south of Pella. 
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Figure 2:  Spatial distribution of the current AHS outbreak – 12 May 2011 – See text for descriptions. 

 


